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Hugo Boss fined £1.2 million

Excluding costs and compensation
Got your attention?
Good now read on

Often the immediate response of a mental shutdown is experienced when the words “Health and Safety” are men-
tioned.

But it is now a fact of life that if we endanger the public or employees we could find ourselves in a very expensive
and difficult situation.

This particular case involved a mirror weighing some 120kg (19 stone — 266lbs) killing a youngster when it fell on
top them whilst it was being played with when their father was trying on a suit.

The mirror was found to be inadequately secured although the installation instructions did not clearly mention this
requirement.

The Health and Safety action was not only against the particular outlet but also the company senior management.

To put this into prospective:
A 110 litre drum of still residue would weigh about the same and if not adequately secured and fell on top of
someone it could well be that you may find yourself responsible even if the suppliers of the drum have given no
instructions as to how it should be secured and it was being played with by vandals.
It could be deemed as your responsibility to have noticed this danger and taken action during your Health &
Safety Audit.
Even a much lighter object falling onto a youngster when being played with or even bumped into by a cus-
tomer, or employee, could lead you to being in deep water with the Health & Safety Executive.
A floor being slippery when wet which could have been due to spilt detergents, or damaged floor coverings
causing a trip, displays falling even if pulled over, drums or hanger boxes stacked inappropriately, etc.,

Please be very aware of YOUT responsibilities as a business owner and make your staff aware of their respon-
sibilities to both your customers and their co-workers.
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